Wilfred Haywood (1902 – 1938)
Wilfred Haywood was born in April 1902 in Poolsbrook in Derbyshire. His parents were
Ernest Haywood (1879 – 1957) and Esther Cotton (1878 – 1932). On the 1911 census, at the
age of eight, he was living with his parents at 112 Poolsbrook. He was the only surviving
child of the four children born to Ernest and Esther, prior to 1911. His grandmother (Eliza
Munslow) was living with them. Wilfred married Eveline Fanny James in September 1925 in
Staveley. Their only son Harry James Haywood was born in 1926. When Wilfred was killed
in the Markham Colliery disaster of 10 May 1938 he was living at 16 Poolsbook, Derbyshire
and employed as a Ripper.
He was buried in Staveley cemetery on 14 May 1938.
A year after Wilfred was killed, the relatives of Wilfred placed an “In Memoriam” notice in
the ‘Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald’
“He toiled so hard for those he loved
And left us to remember
From his loving Wife, Son, Father, Brother and Sister”
Parents
Father – Ernest Haywood (1879 – 1957)
The father of Wilfred was Ernest Haywood, who was born in Barlborough in 1879, but his
parents (George Haywood & Eliza Munslow) both came from Woodside in Worcestershire.
Woodside is just south of Dudley, near Brierley Hill. Dudley sits on top of the South
Staffordshire coalfield and coal is known to have been mined there from, at least, the
thirteenth century. One of the great advantages Dudley held over other coal-mining areas in
Britain was that one of the best coal seams in the country, the so-called ‘Ten Yard Seam’,
which was thirty feet thick in places, lay at or very near the surface. While in other areas it
was frequently necessary to expend considerable labour in mining a deep shaft to access
the coal, in the area around Dudley, pits were rarely deeper than 500 feet. The 1870s were a
boom time for mining in the Dudley area, with around nine million tons of coal mined in
1872, but by 1913 only three million tons were being mined annually. Mining families like
the Haywoods were forced to look for work in other areas, like Derbyshire, well before the
turn of the century. On the 1891 census Ernest was living at 74 Wood Lane in Treeton, near
Rotherham. He was 11 years old and still at school. His father’s occupation was shown as
coal miner. In 1901 at the age of 21 he was employed as a miner in Staveley, still living with
his father and siblings, but married to Ester Lovell.

Mother - Esther Lovell (1876 – 1932)
Wilfred’s mother was Esther Lovell, who had moved to Staveley in the 1890s from
Woodside, Worcestershire, probably after the death of her father. Her father (Benjamin
Lovell 1836 – 1892) was a glass blower. Esther married Ernest on the 17 March 1900.
Wilfred was their first child. They had two more children, Leslie (1912-1969) and Violet
(1920-1983).
Stourbridge which is very close to Woodside, was at the time a major centre for the
manufacture of glass. For centuries glass had been manufactured in the Stourbridge area,
reputedly started in the 17th century by French glassmakers from the Lorraine region, They
were attracted to the area by the rich natural resources of coal and fireclay for lining
furnaces, making it a perfect location for the glass industry.
Wife – Eveline Fanny James (1905 – 1947)
Eveline Fanny was born in Grassmoor, Derbyshire on 18 September 1905. Her parents were
William James (1862 – 1920) and Mary Ellen Cotton (1872 – 1959). Her father came from
Mow Cop in Staffordshire. Mow Cop is six miles north of Stoke on Trent, and had a long
history of coal mining. William is shown to be a coal miner on the 1911 census when the
family was living at 11 Revell Street in Grassmoor, where Eveline had been born. The family

had moved from Golden Hill in Staffordshire between 1902 and 1909. Eveline’s mother was
Mary Ellen Cotton ( 1872 – 1959). Mary Ellen came from Talk o’ th’ Hill, or Talke in
Staffordshire. Her father was a coal miner. She married William James in the registration
district of Newcastle under Lyme in 1870.
Eveline Fanny married Wilfred in September 1925. Eveline married again in 1947. Her
second husband was Joseph Henry Hickman (1894 – 1954).

