
Photos of the new figures installed outside Markham Vale Environment Centre

‘Walking Together’ – is a mining memorial artwork representing the
miners tragically killed in three major disasters at Markham Colliery
in 1937, 1938 and 1973.

Designed by artist Stephen Broadbent and commissioned by Derbyshire
County Council, the memorial forms a trail across Markham Vale Industrial
and Business Park on the site of the former colliery.

We are delighted to be installing 5 new statues this September
commemorating men who died in the 1938 disaster. Taking the total number
to 93 along the trail, which will eventually feature one statue for every one of
the 106 miners lost. After this installation we will have 13 statues left to
fundraise for in order to complete the Walking Together trail.

This group of figures has been generously supported by Tesco Bags of Help;
The Duke of Devonshire’s Charitable Trust; Aviva Community Fund and public
donations; Beam; and Derbyshire County Council.
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Monday 9th May 1938 Markham Colliery Disaster

“The men on the night shift went to work as usual not knowing that by the end
of that ill fated shift more than two thirds of them would be dead or seriously
injured.

At 5.30 am the shift was coming to an end, some of the men had already
started to make their way back to the pit bottom. This was the Black Shale
seam, the deepest and the farthest away from the pit bottom – some one and
a half miles.

In the pit yard the men on the day shift were arriving ready to start work at
6am. Suddenly, underground, a tremendous draft got up followed by a terrific
bang. Black coal dust and smoke filled the pit and a wall of fire swept through
the seam. There had been an explosion of gas at the coal face. Some tubs
carrying coal ran out of control and smashed into an electric joint box causing
sparks which ignited the coal dust.

79 men were killed and 38 men were injured. Most of the men were married
with young children. All 79 men were buried on Saturday, 14th May in 13
cemeteries.”

Sandra Struggles, Historian and Markham Vale Heritage Group Member.

The latest group of figures commemorates the following men
who died in the 1938 disaster:

Arthur Roper, 62, Contractor 

Arthur Roper of Rectory Road, Duckmanton was born in
Kilburn and was 62 years of age at the time of the
disaster. He had lived at Duckmanton for 30 years and
was formerly employed at Denby. Until 1921 he was a
Colliery Deputy and then continued working as a
Contractor, a position which he occupied at the time of
his death.

Albert Bell, 33, Road Layer 

Albert Bell of 4, Victoria Road, Staveley was the son of
Mr and Mrs W. Bell of Pit Houses, Lighton Road, Marsh
Lane. It is understood that he had given in his notice to
leave the colliery the weekend of the disaster to go to
the Renishaw Park Colliery. He had been married about
two years. His father was formerly a miner employed by
the Staveley Company.
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George Cowley, 38, Contractor

George Cowley of Pretoria St, Shuttlewood, originated
from Clay Cross, having been formerly employed at
Parkhouse No 7 Pit. He had worked as a miner at
Markham Colliery for 10 years. He was a music
enthusiast, having been a chorister at both Clay Cross
Parish Church and latterly at St. Lawrence’s Church,
Shuttlewood.

William Pickering, 24, Haulage Hand 

William Pickering of 69 Speedwell, Staveley, who was
unmarried, lived with his mother, Mrs Hobson, who has
been married twice. He had been employed at Markham
Colliery since he was a boy, and during that period had
only been absent from work for a fortnight. He was the
sole support of his mother. He was an enthusiastic
member of the St John Ambulance Brigade having been
associated with the organisation for a year.

Rowe Kirk, 60, Contractor  

Of the Barlborough victims, Mr Rowe Kirk was probably
the best known for his active part in the social activities
of the parish. For over 50 years he had been a member
of the Parish Church choir, and in pre-war days was
prominently associated with the old Barlbro’ Choral
Society. He was the check-weighman at Southgate
Colliery, Clowne, until the pit was closed in 1929 due to
flooding and was popular with the men. He was
secretary to the local penny-in-the-£ scheme, a trustee

of the Miners Welfare, and for several years was a member of the Parish
Council. He left a widow and a grown-up son and daughter.
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Aviva Community Fund Donors

As part of the fundraising effort for this latest group of figures the project was
part of the Aviva Community Fund, where Aviva matched donations made by
the public.

Below are a few of the comments donors made as part of this campaign:

“A wonderful initiative. We should never forget what our ancestors went
through for us.”

“A lovely way to provide a lasting memorial for those miners.”

“In memory of my father who was also a miner from a young age.”

“Donation made in memory of my father in law who recently passed away and
was a proud Miner to the end.”

“A wonderful tribute.”

“Our Mining History has already disappeared from view, and most people
under 30 are largely unaware of the huge sacrifices made by our forefathers
all in the name of being able to put some bread on the table. I'm proud to have
been born into a mining family and support this cause wholeheartedly.”

“Fantastic initiative. Some of my family worked in the mines so this is a project
close to my heart.”

“A great loss but always remembered x.”

“We should never forget the sacrifice they made for all who followed in the
mining industry.”

“As a regular walker I think this is a lovely idea to commemorate the miners
who died at the Markham pit.”

Class of ‘73

The song ‘Class of ‘73’ is featured on the short film which commemorates this
latest installation of Walking Together figures. The song was written by Steve
Knightley and this version was arranged and sung by Judy Dunlop featuring
former miner Phil Edger from Whitwell, reminiscing on the track.

Judy Dunlop is held in high regard by leading figures in the world of folk
music. Her love of song, paired with her ability to sing a repertoire unfettered
by strict genre limitations, means she brings a rich variety of storytelling
through her music. Judy has worked and recorded with Ashley Hutchings,
members of Fairport Convention, Show of Hands, Gordon Giltrap, guitarist
Steve Marsh and currently performs with Jon Scaife and Nigel Corbett in Rare
Occasion.
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‘Class of '73’ was written by Steve Knightley, founder member and award
winning singer-songwriter/musician of the acclaimed folk trail blazers Show of
Hands.

Class of ‘73 can be found on Judy’s Album ‘The Essential Judy Dunlop’ and
we are grateful to Judy and Steve for giving permission for us to feature their
track on the film.

With thanks to:

With thanks to all of the volunteers from the Markham Vale Heritage Group for
their continued support in helping to realise this ambitious memorial.

Special thanks to Sandra Struggles, Judy Dunlop and Steve Knightley.

Read about the mining heritage of Markham at www.markhamstorymine.org
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