Robert Simms (1881 – 1938)

Robert Simms was born in North Leverton with Habblesthorpe, Nottinghamshire in 1881.
His parents were Robert Simms (1857 – 1923) and Emma Adamson (1860 – 1937). On the
1891 Census, Robert aged 10 was living with his parents and four siblings in North Leverton
with Habblesthorpe, a village north east of Retford. The village name is the longest in
England and the second longest in Europe, behind a Welsh village. In 1906 he married Mary
Davies (1887 – 1973) in the Chesterfield registration district. Robert and Mary had seven
children between 1906 and 1915:
Emma Simms
Olive Simms
Elizabeth Simms
George Robert Simms
Muriel Simms
Lillian Simms
Bessie Simms
Gordon Isaiah Simms

(1906 – 1987)
(1908 – 1983)
(1909 – 1991)
(1910 – 1991)
(1913 )
(1915 )
(1924 )
(1928 – 1998)

On the 1911 Census, Robert was living with his wife and first four children at 82 Scarsdale
Street in Carr Vale. Robert was employed as a coal miner – hewer.
At the time of the disaster on the 10th May 1938, Robert was living with his family at 21 The
Square, Poolsbrook. He was employed as a contractor.
He was buried in Bolsover cemetery on 14 May 1938. The Sheffield Independent reported
on the funeral.
‘At Bolsover ten victims in all were conveyed at intervals into the Parish Church,
where Canon J. E. Paget, vicar of Pleasley and vicar of Bolsover until three weeks
ago, returned to conduct the communal service and offer words of consolation
to the heartbroken relatives.
After a service many of the grieved widows and relations broke down and had to
be comforted and assisted by the men folk. The funerals were those of D. Bann,
G C Buckley, M Richards and C Silcock of Bolsover. W Sherwin, G Rowlands, R
Simms (Duckmanton) and D Whelpdale and J Hadley (Stanfree). They were
buried in separate graves. Canon J. E. Paget, conducted the one committal
service

The following year Mary, and her eight children placed an In Memoriam notice in the
Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald:
SIMMS – In ever loving memory of ROBERT SIMMS, a dear husband and father who died in
the Markham Disaster May 10th 1938.
“Sweet memories” - Wife, Sons, Daughters.

Parents
Father - Robert Simms (1857- 1923)
Robert Simms was born in North Leverton with Habblesthorpe in 1857. His parents were
George Simms (1822 – 1905) and Eliza Linley (1828 – 1913). Both of his parents were born
locally in north Nottinghamshire. On the 1871 Census, at the age of 13, Robert was
employed as a servant on a farm at Tresswell. Tresswell only a few miles south of his

birthplace. In 1879 he married Emma Adamson in the Newark Registration district. On the
1881 Census, Robert, Emma and their first child Eliza Ann were living in North Leverton,
where Robert was employed as an agricultural labourer. On the 1891 Census, Robert and
Emma were living on Front Street in North Leverton with their five children. By 1901 the
family had moved to Village Street in North Leverton. By 1911, Robert and Emma had had
ten children, of which nine were still living. Only one daughter, Emma, aged eleven was still
living at home. Robert was 53 years of age. Robert died in 1923 at the age of sixty six in the
area where he had lived and worked for his entire life.

Mother – Emma Adamson (1860 – 1937)

Emma Adamson was born in Balderton in Nottinghamshire in 1860. Her parents were
William Adamson (1825 – 1886) and Mary Ann Stephenson (1827 – 1882). Balderton is very
close to Newark on Trent. On the 1861 Census, Emma was living with her parents and four
older siblings on the High Street in Balderton. Her father was employed as an agricultural
labourer. On the 1871 Census, Emma, aged eleven, is still living in Balderton on the junction
of High Street and Horn Lane. In July 1879 at the age of 19 she married Robert Simms in the
Newark registration district, therefore probably Balderton, which is very close to Newark.
The newly-weds were only married in the Newark area, since the 1881 Census shows they
were living in the home town of Robert, North Leverton, some 27 miles north of Balderton.
Emma died in 1937 at the age of 77 in North Levert

Wife - Mary Davies (1887 – 1973)
Mary Davies was born in Hednesford, Staffordshire in on the 15th October 1887. Her parents
were Isaiah Davies (1852 – 1933) and Alice Prosser (1859 – 1937). Hednesford was an
important coal mining community for over a century. This is commemorated in the town
centre, where a Miner’s Lamp has been erected, surrounded by a wall with individual bricks
giving the names of former miners. On the 1891 Census, Mary was five years old and living
on Arthur Street in Wimblebury, which is very close to Hednesford. Her father was a coal
miner, probably employed at Wimblebury mine. Some time between 1891 and 1892, Mary
moves from Staffordshire to Scarcliffe in Derbyshire. On the 1901 Census, Mary was thirteen
years of age and living with the rest of her family on Selwyn Street, Hillstown, near Bolsover.
Her father and two older brothers were all employed in the mining industry. In April 1906,
Mary married John. Mary would suffer a double tragedy during WW1, when two of her
brothers were killed in action. Daniel was killed in 1915 and Benjamin was killed in 1918.
Daniel was one of Bolsover Colliery miners who had joined the tunnelling section of the
Royal Engineers. He was killed by a grenade while working in the trenches.
After the disaster which killed her husband in May 1838, Mary and some of her children
moved to a new home, Hillcrest, Langwith Road, Bolsover. She died in 1973 at the age of 85,
35 years after her husband was killed at Markham Colliery.

