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Harry	 Lavender	 was	 born	 in	 Brimington	 in	 November	 1899.	 He	 was	 the	 second	 child	 of	
Henry	 Lavender	 (1874	 –	 1932)	 and	 Sarah	Ann	 Straw	 (1872	 –	 1950).	On	 the	 1901	Census,	
they	 lived	on	Brockhill	 in	Brimington.	On	the	1911	Census	they	had	moved	to	2	Markham	
Road	in	Duckmanton,	Harry	was	11	years	old	and	going	to	the	local	school.		
	
Harry	married	Mary	Ann	Milnes	in	1921	in	the	Chesterfield	registration	district.	They	had	six	
children	in	total.	Two	twin	boys,	Albert	and	Alan,	were	born	in	1924,	but	died	in	the	same	
year.	 In	 1935	 he	 had	 passed	 the	 Ambulance	 exams	 and	 joined	 the	 Markham	 Collieries	
Ambulance	Division.	He	was	also	a	member	of	the	Markham	bowling	club.	
	
When	Harry	was	killed	in	the	Markham	Colliery	disaster	of	10	May	1938	he	was	living	with	
his	 family	 (wife	and	four	children)	at	67	Poolsbrook	Road,	Duckmanton,	 in	Derbyshire	and	
was	 employed	 as	 a	 ripper.	 He	 was	 buried	 with	 his	 ambulance	 cap	 in	 Duckmanton	
churchyard.	
	
	
	
Parents	
	
Father	-	Henry	Lavender	(1874	–	1932)	
	
Henry	 Lavender	was	born	 the	early	part	of	1874,	 in	Dudley,	Worcestershire.	On	 the	1881	
Census	Henry	and	his	family	are	living	at	61,	Lowtown	near	Dudley.	
	
	



	
	
	
Lowtown,	 was	 just	 south	 of	 Dudley,	 near	 Brierley	 Hill.	 Dudley	 sits	 on	 top	 of	 the	 South	
Staffordshire	 coalfield	 and	 coal	 is	 known	 to	 have	 been	 mined	 there	 from,	 at	 least,	 the	
thirteenth	century.	One	of	the	great	advantages	Dudley	held	over	other	coal-mining	areas	in	
Britain	was	that	one	of	the	best	coal	seams	 in	the	country,	 the	so-called	 ‘Ten	Yard	Seam’,	
which	was	thirty	feet	thick	in	places,	lay	at	or	very	near	the	surface.	While	in	other	areas	it	
was	 frequently	necessary	 to	expend	 considerable	 labour	 in	mining	a	deep	 shaft	 to	access	
the	coal,	in	the	area	around	Dudley,	pits	were	rarely	deeper	than	500	feet.	The	1870s	were	a	
boom	 time	 for	mining	 in	 the	Dudley	area,	with	around	nine	million	 tons	of	 coal	mined	 in	
1872,	but	by	1913	only	three	million	tons	were	being	mined	annually.	Mining	families	 like	
the	Lavenders	were	forced	to	look	for	work	in	other	areas,	like	Derbyshire,	well	before	the	
turn	of	the	century.		
	
Lowtown	is	very	close	to	Woodside	(see	map).	The	parents	of	Wilfred	Haywood,	who	was	
also	 killed	 in	 1938,	 	 (Ernest	 Haywood	 and	 Ester	 Lovell),	 both	 came	 from	 Woodside.	 It	
appears	 that	 the	 Lavender	 and	Haywood	 families	moved	 to	 Derbyshire	 around	 the	 same	
time.	
	
The	 houses	 in	 Lowtown	 were	 nothing	 more	 than	 slums,	 even	 in	 the	 1880s	 and	 were	
demolished	in	the	1940s,	probably	with	the	help	of	the	Luftwaffe.	



	
	
On	the	1891	Census,	Henry	was	living	at	23	Speedwell	Terrace	in	Staveley.	He	was	16	years	
old	and	working	as	a	underground	pony	driver,	His	father,	Absalom	Lavender	(1834	–	1899)	
was	57	years	old	and	working	as	a	coal	miner,	probably	at	Markham	Colliery.	On	the	1901	
Census,	Henry	was	married	to	Sarah	Ann	Straw	(1872	–	1950),	who	he	had	married	in	1896	
in	the	Ecclesall	Bierlow	registration	district.		Joseph	Henry	Lavender	(1897	–	1973)	had	been	
born	 in	 1897	 and	Harry	 Lavender	 (1899	 –	 1938)	 in	 1899.	 They	were	 living	 at	 Brockhill	 in	
Brimington.	 On	 the	 1911	 Census	 Henry	 and	 his	 family	 are	 living	 at	 2	 Markham	 Road	 in	
Duckmanton.	He	was	employed	as	a	colliery	deputy.	Henry	died	3	February	1932,	after	living	
in	the	Duckmanton	area	for	over	50	years.	The	Staveley	Coal	and	Iron	Company	at	Markham	
No	1	Top	Hard	Pit	had	employed	him	for	38	years,	of	which	25	years	were	spent	as	a	deputy.	
	
The	 father	 of	 Henry	 was	 Absalom	 Lavender	 who	 had	married	 Sarah	 Hickman	 in	 1857	 in	
Dudley.	Sarah	Hickman	was	the	great	aunt	to	Nellie	Hickman	who	married	John	Arnold	Bray	
and	 Joseph	 Henry	 Hickman	 who	 married	 the	 widow	 of	 Wilfred	 Haywood,	 Eveline	 Fanny	
James.	
	
Mother	–	Sarah	Ann	Straw	(1872	–	1950)	
	
Sarah	Ann	Straw	was	born	on	the	16	December	1872	in	Sheffield.	Her	parents	were	William	
Straw	 (1845	–	1920)	and	Ann	Haigh	 (1844	–	1907).	On	 the	1881	Census,	 Sarah	was	 living	
with	 her	 parents	 and	 siblings	 in	 Bingley	 Cottage	 in	 Bradfield,	 which	 is	 north	 west	 of	
Sheffield.	 Her	 father,	 William	 (1845	 –	 1920)	 was	 employed	 as	 a	 file	 cutter	 on	 the	 1881	
census,	when	 Sarah	 Ann	was	 nine	 years	 old.	 A	 file	 cutter,	 is	 a	maker	 of	 files,	which	 also	
involved	the	cutting	of	grooves	on	the	 file	surface.	On	the	1891	Census,	Sarah	Ann	at	 the	



age	of	19,	is	also	a	file	cutter,	along	with	two	brothers	and	her	father.	In	1896	she	married	
Henry	Lavender	 in	the	Ecclesall	Bierlow	registration	district.	By	1901	Sarah	Ann	and	Henry	
have	 two	 children	 and	 a	 younger	 brother	 of	 Henry	 was	 living	 with	 them.	 Sarah	 would	
witness	the	death	of	her	youngest	son,	Harry	in	1938.	On	the	1939	register	she	was	living	at	
West	Sea,	Rectory	Road	in	Staveley.	She	died	in	1950.	
	
	
Wife	–	Mary	Ann	Milnes	(1901	–	1972)	
	
Mary	Ann	Milnes	was	born	on	6	April	1901,	so	just	failed	to	be	included	in	the	1901	Census.	
Her	 parents	 were	William	Wilkinson	Milnes	 (1879	 –	 1952)	 and	 Emma	 Sheppard	 (1882	 –	
1948).	They	had	married	in	July	1900.	In	1901	while	Emma	were	pregnant	with	Mary	Ann,	
they	were	living	with	her	parents	and	siblings	in	xxxxx	Villas	in	North	Wingfield.	On	the	1911	
Census,	Mary	Ann	was	 aged	nine	 and	 living	with	her	 parents	 and	 seven	 younger	 siblings.	
They	have	moved	from	North	Wingfield	to	244	Victoria	Street,	Hillstown,	Bolsover.	
	
Her	father	William	Wilkinson	Milnes	was	born	in	South	Leverton	in	Nottinghamshire.	South	
Leverton	 is	a	village	and	civil	parish	 in	Bassetlaw,	North	Nottinghamshire,	 four	miles	 from	
Retford.	On	the	1911	Census	he	was	Contractor	-	Hewer	
	
Her	mother	Emma	Sheppard	was	born	 in	North	Wingfield	 in	Derbyshire,	where	her	 father	
James	 Sheppard	 (1853	 –	 1935)	 was	 a	 stallman.	 James	 had	 come	 to	 Derbyshire	 from	
Cavendish	in	Suffolk.	On	the	1871	at	the	age	of	16	he	was	living	in	Cavendish	and	working	as	
an	agricultural	 labourer.	Markham	Colliery	not	only	recruited	experienced	miners	from	old	
mining	 areas	 like	 the	Black	 Country,	 but	 also	 new	 recruits	 from	agricultural	 counties,	 like	
Suffolk	and	Lincolnshire.	The	period	around	the	1900s	was	a	period	of	significant	job	losses	
in	agricultural	areas,	as	farms	started	to	mechanise.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


