George Edward Pether (1907 – 1938)
George Edward was born in Laughton-en-le-Morthen in July 1907. His parents were Andrew
Pether (1877 - 1943) and Millicent Harriett Straw (1884 - 1962). On the 1911 census, George
Edward and the rest of the family were living on Muglet Lane in Maltby, which is just north
of Laughton-en-le-Morthen. His father was employed as coal miner. In 1933 he married
Edna May Parker (1909 - 1969) in the Mansfield registration district. After their marriage in
1933, George Edward and Edna May had four children:
Eileen Pether
Edward A Pether
Joan Pether
Ann Pether

(1934 - )
(1934 - )
(1935 - )
(1937 - 2003)

At the time of the disaster in 1938, the family were living at 133 Selwyn Street in Bolsover.
On the 1939 Register Edna May and the four children were still living at the same address.
A year after the disaster, the relatives of George Edward placed several ‘In Memoriam’
notices in the ‘Derbyshire Times and Chesterfield Herald’
Pether

- In memory of GEORGE EDWARD Pether who passed
Away in the Markham Pit Disaster May 10th 1938.
“Quick and sudden came the call,
His sudden death surprised us all,
Dearer to memory than words can tell,
Of that dear one we loved so well”
-

From his loving Wife and Children

Pether - In fond remembrance of a dear son and brother
GEORGE EDWARD who was killed in the Markham
Disaster May 10th 1938.
“We often sit and think of you,
The things you used to say and do,
And wonder why you had to die,
Without a chance to say goodbye”
-

From Mother, Father, Brothers and Sisters.

The funeral of George Edward took place on Saturday 14th May 1938 in the small village of
Scarcliffe. The ‘Nottingham Journal’ on the 16th May reported the following
In a small farming village three miles from Bolsover the body of G.E. Peter,
also a victim of the disaster, was laid to rest in the churchyard of Scarcliffe.

The funeral service was conducted by Rev. C.H.Talmay, vicar of Scarcliffe.

Parents
Father – Andrew Pether (1877 – 1943)
Andrew was born 28 April 1877 in Little Houghton, near Barnsley in Yorkshire. His father
was Edward Cornelius Pether (1849 – 1905) and his mother was Elizabeth Ball (1855 – 1929)
His father came Ware in Somerset and his mother was from London. The name ‘Pether’ is a
West Country version of ‘Peter’. On some Census returns the name is spelt ‘Pyther’
On the 1881 Census, Edward Cornelius was an iron ore miner in East Barnby, near Whitby.
The North Yorkshire Moors were in the 1880s, an important source of iron ore. Andrew was
three years old.
Map of East Barnby, Yorkshire.

The older siblings of Andrew had been born in different places showing that his father had
moved from place to place, looking for work. On the 1891 Census, the family had moved to
Totley, near Sheffield. Both Andrew, aged 14, and his father are described as general
labourers.
Andrew was ‘missing’ from the 1901 Census. His father, Edward and two brothers were
working as shaft sinkers, constructing the Silverwood mine, which opened in 1904. Shaft
Sinkers were relatively well paid jobs.

On the 1911 Census, the family are living in Maltby, and Andrew was working as a coal
miner.
Andrew married Millicent Harriet Straw ( 1884 – 1962) in 1915 in the Doncaster registration
district, although the 1911 Census showed they had married in 1902.

Mother – Millicent Harriet Straw (1884 – 1962)
Millicent Harriet was born in Ilkeston, Derbyshire on 17 March 1884. Her mother was Emma
Straw (1867 - 1933). On the 1891 Census, Millicent was living with her grandfather, parents
and siblings on Awsworth Road in Ilkeston. Her mother, Emma had married George
Thompson in 1889, after Millicent and Annie Mary Straw had been born.
On the 1901 Census Millicent aged 18 (really 17) was working as a servant for the Palmer
family in Stapleford. On the 5th August 1901, Millicent married Henry Lewin. Henry on the
1901 Census was working as a railway labourer. His father and all their neighbours were also
employed on the railways. The large marshalling yards at Toton was the likely place of
employment. Millicent, obviously separated from Henry and started a relationship with
Andrew. Their first child was Fanny Pether, who was born in 1903, followed by Alice in 1904.
George Edward, their third child was born in 1907. In 1915, Millicent and Andrew married.
They had seven children between 1903 and 1913. During WW1, Millicent worked as a
munitions worker, probably at the huge Chilwell munitions factory, which was only four
miles from Stapleford.
Millicent died in Bolsover in 1962.

Wife – Edna May Parker (1909 -1969)
Edna May was born in 1909 in the Mansfield registration district. Her parents were Arthur
Parker (1879 - 1959) and Rebecca Copestake (1879 - 1944). Both Arthur and Rebecca were
born in the Newhall, which is near Swadlincote. They married in Scarcliffe in 1908 and Edna
May was their first child. On the 1911 Census there was also Violet Copestake, who had
been born in 1904 in Newhall. There was no name of the father on the baptism record.
Edna May married George Edward in 1933. They had four children.
After the death of George Edward in May 1938, Edna May married William Stafford (1908 1976) in 1940. William Stafford came from Scarcliffe.
Edna May died in Sheffield in 1969.

