
                                              Frederick Roddy (1911 – 1937) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Frederick Roddy was born in the Mosborough in the fourth quarter of 1911. His parents 
were Frank Roddy (1889 – 1918) and Mabel Riche Webster (1893 – 1979). Both parents 
came from the Eckington/Mosborough area of Derbyshire. Frederick was only seven years 
old when his father was killed in November 1918 during the 2nd Battle of the Sambre. 
In 1934 Frederick married Mary Waddoups (1910 – 1992) in Staveley.They did not have any 
children before Frederick was killed at Markham Colliery on the 21st January 1937.  
 
He was employed as a cutterman at Markham Colliery when he was killed. He was working 
alongside Leonard Cadywould who was also killed. Leonard was the cousin of Frederick’s 
wife, Mary Waddoups.  At the time of the accident, Frederick and Mary were living at 51 
Poolsbrook Road, Duckmanton.  
  
The funeral of Frederick took place on the 26th January 1937. 
 
The Derbyshire Times on the 29th January 1937 reported on the funeral of Frederick 
 
Frederick Roddy (25), 51 Poolsbrook Road, Duckmanton, leaves a widow, but no family. 
Born in Mosboro’, he went to live at Duckmanton seven years ago, since when he had 
worked at Markham Colliery. He used to be in Eckington Band and took part in a contest at 
Leicester. He was a keen motor-cyclist. 
His widow has received a double blow, for Cadywould, another of the dead men, was her 
cousin. 
Mr Roddy was the son of the late Sgt F Roddy. When he went to Mosbro’ C. of E. School he 
was a member of the school football team. For six years he was in the 1st Mosbro’ Troop of 
Boy Scouts. The internment took place in Staveley Cemetery, following a service in Staveley 
Parish Church. The Rev. H.H. Dibbera officiated. Mr. H Kirk (representing the Staveley 
Company) was present in church. 
 
His wife put a ‘Thank You’ notice in the Derbyshire Times (29.01.1937) following the funeral 
 
RODDY – Mrs RODDY, 51 Poolsbrook Road, Duckmanton wishes to thank her friends and 
neighbours of Poolsbrook Road, an unknown lady in Duckmanton for a donation, her many 
friends for letters of sympathy. The Stavaley Coal and Iron Company Limited. Mr Hunter, the 
Rev. G W Ready and the officials of the Company for their kindness for floral tributes 
received in her sad bereavement. 
 



In 1938 the relatives of Frederick places several ‘In Memoriam’ notices in the Derbyshire 
Times: 
 
RODDY – Sweetest memories of my dear husband, FRED, accidently killed in Markham 
Colliery disaster, January 21st 1937. 
 
                                               “Memory is a golden chain 
                                        Which binds us till we meet again”  
                                                                                          -Mary 
 
RODDY – Treasured memories of our dear son and brother, FRED, who was accidentally 
killed in Markham Colliery disaster, Jan 21st 1937, aged 25 years. 
 
                                             “A token of love and remembrance 
                                               Of one we shall never forget” 
                                                                                           -From Mother and Family. Duckmanton 
 
 
Parents 
 
Father – Frank Roddy (1889 – 1918) 
 
Frank Roddy was born in Eckington in 1889. His parents were John Roddy (1863 – 1939) and 
Elizabeth Ann Nicholson (1863 – 1929). His father was from Alvechurch in Worcestershire 
and his mother was from Eckington. They had married in 1881 in Chesterfield. On the 1891 
Census, Frank was the youngest and fourth child of John and Elizabeth Ann. His father was 
employed as a railway wagon shunter.  On the 1901 Census, Frank aged 11 was living with 
his family in a greengrocers shop on Market Street in Eckington. His father was now 
employed as a coal miner – hewer and his mother was running the shop. He married Mabel 
Riche Webster (1893 – 1979) in October 1910 in Eckington. Frank was 21 and Mabel was 16. 
The following year Frank and Mabel were living with her parents in a public house at 20 High 
Street, Mosborough.  The public house was called the George and Dragon, and is still a 
public house. Frank was employed as a coal miner – hewer. 
 
On the outbreak of World War 1, Frank signed up  and joined the York and Lancaster 
Regiment in 1915. His service number was 57597 in the 2/4th (Hallamshire)(TF) Battalion. He 
was killed on the 4th November 1918, just one week before the end of the war. The 
battalion on the 4th November were engaged in the Second Battle of the Sambre when 
Frank was killed. At dawn on November 4th, 17 British and 11 French divisions headed the 
attack. After the battle, the Germans never recovered and finally surrendered on the 11th 
November 1918. 
 
His wife received a letter from an officer in France which was reported in the Derbyshire 
Courier on 23rd November 1918.  
 
Mrs Roddy, High Street Mosbro’ has received a letter from an officer in France stating that 
her husband Sergt. F. Roddy was killed in action on 4th November. “he was the bravest 



sergeant I had, “  he says. “He died a hero, whilst leading his platoon”  Before joining up in 
1915 Sergt. Roddy was a miner at Holbrook Colliery. He leaves a widow and four young 
children. 
 
Frank was buried in the Frasnoy Communal Cemetery in northern France. He is also 
commemorated on the Mosborough monument to those killed in WW1. The details of 
Frederick are incorrect – states he was in the Sherwood Foresters.  
 
 
Mother – Mabel Riche Webster (1893 – 1979) 
 
Mabel Riche Webster was born in 1893 in Mosborough, Derbyshire. Her parents were 
William Herbert Webster (1861 – 1919) and Alice Beighton (1862 – 1918). Her father had 
been born in Mattersey, Notthinghamshire and her mother came from Totley, Derbyshire. 
On the 1891 Census, Mabel Riche was living with her parents and two older siblings on 
Chapel Street in Mosborough. Her father was employed as a coal miner. She married Frank 
Roddy on the 9th October 1910. Their first child, Mona was born in 1910, but died the same 
year. This is reflected on the 1911 Census. Their first home was the home of her parents.  
Their second child was Frederick. Mabel Riche and Frank had a total of six children. Mabel 
Riche was pregnant with their sixth child when Frank was killed in November 1918. The child 
was born in July 1919 and was called Frank after his dead father.  Mabel Riche married 
William Boardman in 1924. They had four children together.  
 
Mabel Riche died in 1979 at the age of 85.  
 
Wife – Mary Waddoups ( 1910 – 1992) 
 
Mary Waddoups was born at 11 Lees Buildings, Barrow Hill in 1910. Her parents were 
Samuel Waddoups (1885 – 1965) and Ruth Annie Elizabeth Lilian Spowage (1887 – 1959). 
Her father was a coal miner. She married Frederick in 1834 in Staveley. At the time of the 
disaster in 1937 they were living at 51 Poolsbrook Road, Duckmanton. After the disaster 
Mary moved back to her parent’s home at 5 Edward Street, Staveley. She was living there as 
a widow at the time of the 1939 Register.  In 1940 she married Ronald Furniss (1913 -1984). 
 
Mary was the cousin of Leonard Cadywould, who was also killed. 
 

 
Mary died in 1992 at the age of 81. 
 
 



 
 


